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Dear SFO Roundtable,

I very much appreciate that at the 9/30/22 Roundtable's Technical Working Group, Chair San
Hindi asked SFO to present their GBAS 2A Concepts at your regular meeting. One of the
problems with the GBAS project that I would like to point to is the manner in which citizen
questions to SFO have been handled. 

In 2018, citizens submitted the attached six questions to SFO, which went unattended for
three years. In August 2021 SFO shared 134 questions, 40 answered, and stated that 55
questions needed 1-2 months to be answered. Since then, dozens more questions have been
added to the aiprort's GBAS questions compilations. The six questions have NOT been
answered satisfactorily or were simply avoided. 

The net effect is that an appearance of engagement has been created, but citizens never
received a proper response. The most disturbing part is that the FAA did not participate at all
in this process and so all these questions and answers were merely part of an unofficial record
about noise concerns from federal actions. This contributes to the pattern of excusing the FAA
from doing a better level of environmental review which means zero resources from the
responsible agency to address citizen concerns. 

SFO keeps speeding along with their project; the FAA is still MIA, and again citizens will be
left without proper public notice or attention?

As your group is the host to the continuing GBAS meetings, if at all possible, please ask SFO
to directly respond to the emails they received from citizens in 2018, and specifically address
these questions since nobody that wrote in 2018 has heard back.

Thank you, 

Jennifer
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GBAS QXHVWLRQV WR SFO 
 


Ɣ SFO¶V SOaQ WR GR ³QR KaUP´ ZLWK GBAS LV XVLQJ FXUUHQW QRLVH OHYHOV (SRVW NH[WJHQ 
LPSOHPHQWaWLRQ) aV a EaVHOLQH IRU SFO'V SURFHGXUHV GHVLJQ, aQG SUHOLPLQaU\ 
HVWLPaWHV aOUHaG\ VKRZ a SURMHFWHG LQFUHaVH LQ QRLVH IRU VRPH aUHaV ZLWK GBAS. 
WKaW QRLVH VWaQGaUGV aQG SROLFLHV aUH EHLQJ XVHG WR PHaVXUH ³QR KaUP´ - LV SFO 
VHWWLQJ LW'V RZQ VWaQGaUGV aQG EaVHOLQHV? 


 


Ɣ WK\ LV SFO UXVKLQJ WR LPSOHPHQW GBAS EHIRUH WKH VHULRXV SUREOHPV RI WUaIILF 
FRQFHQWUaWLRQ aQG FRQJHVWLRQ aW MHQOR YLFLQLW\ aUH UHVROYHG (LQFOXGLQJ ORZ aQG ORXG 
QLJKW IOLJKWV). WKaW UROH GRHV SFO VHH IRU LWVHOI WR XUJHQWO\ UHVROYH WKHVH SUREOHPV 
EURXJKW aERXW VLQFH 2014? 


 


Ɣ HRZ LQYROYHG LV NRUCaO TRACON LQ KHOSLQJ SFO ZLWK GBAS? WKR aUH WKH PHPEHUV 
RI WKH ZRUNLQJ JURXS GHYHORSLQJ GBAS? HRZ PaQ\ aUH aLUOLQH aQG LQGXVWU\ 
UHSUHVHQWaWLYHV? WKLFK FAA GHSaUWPHQWV aUH RQ WKH FRPPLWWHH? WKR LV 
UHSUHVHQWLQJ FRPPXQLW\ LQWHUHVWV? 


 


Ɣ WKR LV WKH FAA RIILFLaO LQ FKaUJH RI NEPA UHYLHZ IRU GBAS? HRZ GRHV SFO RU 
UQLWHG ALUOLQHV JR aERXW aSSO\LQJ IRU a CATEX, ZKaW GRFXPHQWaWLRQ LV LQYROYHG? 


 


Ɣ TR TXaOLI\ IRU a CATEX (E\-SaVVLQJ HQYLURQPHQWaO UHYLHZ) 2012 OHJLVOaWLRQ GLUHFWHG 
FAA WR GHPRQVWUaWH WKaW aFWLRQV TXaOLI\LQJ IRU a CaWH[ PHHW a VWaQGaUG RI UHGXFLQJ 
IXHO EXUQ, HPLVVLRQV, aQG QRLVH. HRZ LV WKH QRLVH UHGXFWLRQ VWaQGaUG PHW; KRZ LV 
QRLVH UHGXFWLRQ PHaVXUHG? 


 


Ɣ TR XVH WKH ³RYHUOa\V´ aV QRLVH EaVHOLQHV IRU SURSRVHG GBAS SURFHGXUHV, "RYHUOa\V" 
VKRXOG aOO KaYH KaG SUHYLRXV FAA HQYLURQPHQWaO UHYLHZ. WKaW HQYLURQPHQWaO 
GRFXPHQWaWLRQ GRHV SFO KaYH IRU HaFK RI WKH ³RYHUOa\V´? 
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